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ABSTRACT We have isolated and determined the nucle-
otide sequence of the yeast FAS3 gene, which encodes acetyl-
CoA carboxylase (EC 6.4.1.2). The sequence has an open
reading frame of6711 bases coding for a protein of 2237 amino
acids with a calculated molecular weight of 250,593. The
presence of the unique blotin-binding site, Met-Lys-Met, and
the known CNBr peptide and COOH-terminal sequences con-
firmed the nucleotide-derived amino acid sequence. The yeast,
chicken, and rat carboxylases have an overall sequence identity
of 34%, suggesting that the eukaryotic carboxylase evolved
from a single ancestral gene. The amino acid sequences of yeast
fatty acid synthase subunits are least homologous with the
animal synthase sequences, whereas carboxylase sequences are
highiy conserved. The sequences of the ATP, HCO5, and CoA
binding sites of the carboxylases are also well conserved (=50%
identical). The sequences surrounding the biotin binding site
are poorly conserved, suggestng that this sequence may not be
critical as long as the biotin is available for carboxylase
reactions. On the basis of this sequence identity, we have
defined the putative biotin carboxylase and transcarboxylase
domains.

Acetyl-CoA carboxylase (ACC; EC 6.4.1.2) catalyzes the
committed step in fatty acid biosynthesis, yielding malonyl-
CoA, the donor of the two-carbon units for the synthesis of
long-chain fatty acids (1). In prokaryotes, the enzyme con-
sists of three readily dissociated proteins, the biotin carboxyl
carrier protein (BCCP), the biotin carboxylase, and the
transcarboxylase (2), whereas in higher and lower eukaryotic
cells, these proteins are part of a single multifunctional
polypeptide derived from the expression ofa single gene that,
presumably, evolved by the fusion of individual genes. Re-
cently, the cDNAs coding for the rat (3) and chicken (4) ACC
were cloned and sequenced. The sites for the biotin attach-
ments in both carboxylases, which are conserved as in all
other biotin-containing enzymes, were readily identified.
Putative domains for the two catalytic functions were as-
signed (3, 4) and sites for phosphorylation were located (5).
ACC has been isolated from Saccharomyces cerevisiae (6)

and Candida lipolytica (7) and shown to contain single-
subunit proteins of molecular weights 189,000 and 230,000,
respectively. To understand the relationship between struc-
ture and function ofthe yeast ACC and to utilize the potential
of genetic manipulations in yeast, we have undertaken a
systematic analysis ofthe enzyme. In this report, we describe
the isolation and nucleotide sequence of the FAS3 genejt
which encodes yeast ACC, and compare the deduced amino
acid sequence with sequences ofthe rat and chicken enzymes
to determine their evolutionary relationship.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Preparation of ACC and Its Antibodies. Yeast ACC from

extracts of baker's yeast was purified to a state of homoge-
neity. Cell-free extracts were prepared, as described previ-
ously (8), and the enzyme was isolated by ammonium sulfate
fractionation (0-28% saturation), polyethylene glycol 8000
(0-6%) precipitation, and avidin-Sepharose affinity chroma-
tography (9). The carboxylase preparation had specific ac-
tivity of 2.5 units/mg protein when assayed by [14C]bicar-
bonate incorporation into malonyl-CoA, as described (9).
Antibodies against the purified ACC were raised in rabbits,
and affinity-purified anti-ACC antibodies were prepared (10).

Isolation and Sequencing of the FAS3 Gene. The yeast
genomic DNA libraries in Agtl1 and EMBL3a vectors were
provided by M. Snyder (Yale University) (11). The Agtll
library was screened with anti-ACC antibodies by following
standard procedures (11, 12), and the EMBL3a library was
screened with radioactiveDNA probes as described (13). The
yeast strain SEY2102 was grown in appropriate media and
total RNA was isolated for Northern analysis (14).
DNA sequencing was performed by using both the dideoxy-

nucleotide termination method (15), as described previously
(14), and an automated DNA sequencer (Applied Biosystems
model 370A), according to manufacturer's recommenda-
tions. All the restriction enzymes and other chemicals were
purchased from commercial and standard sources (9, 14).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Isolation and Expression ofAgtllacc. The native yeast ACC

is a tetramer of identical subunits each having an estimated
molecular weight of 250,000 (Fig. 1). Affinity-purified anti-
ACC antibodies were used to screen a yeast Agtll genomic
DNA expression library (11, 12). A positive clone, Agtllacc,
was isolated and shown to contain a 3.0-kilobase-pair (kbp)
fragment of the putative ACC genomic DNA. Initial verifi-
cation came from DNA sequence analysis of an Sst I-Sst I
fragment from Agtllacc (see Fig. 3). The nucleotide-derived
amino acid sequence showed a high degree of sequence
identity with animal ACC DNA sequences, and, on the basis
of this homology, it was concluded that the Agtllacc clone
contained the portion ofthe FAS3 gene coding for the COOH
terminus ofyeast ACC. The identity ofthis clone was verified
further by immunoblotting (16) of protein lysates from
Agtllacc/Y1089 lysogens (10). As shown in Fig. 1, a fusion
protein (Mr 180,000) produced by the Agtllacc recombi-

nant phage reacted with the anti-ACC antibodies. On the
basis of the sizes of the fusion protein and the f3-galacto-
sidase, the carboxylase gene fragment in Agtllacc coded for
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boxyl carrier protein.
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FIG. 1. SDS/PAGE and Western
blot analyses of yeast ACC and the
f3-galactosidase-fused protein pro-
duced by Agtllacc. (A) Coomassie
blue-stained 5% polyacrylamide de-
naturing gel. Lane 1, protein molec-
ular weight standards (myosin,
200,000; fi-galactosidase, 116,000;
and phosphorylase b, 97,000); lane 2,
yeast ACC (5 ,ug); and lane 3, cell
lysate obtained from Agtllacc lyso-
gen. (B) Western blot analysis of a
similar gel with anti-yeast ACC anti-
bodies. Lane 4, yeast ACC; and lane
5, Agtllacc cell lysate.

a protein of about Mr 66,000. However, the sizes of the
expressed protein and the cloned genomic DNA fragment
were smaller than the carboxylase subunit protein of Mr
250,000 and the expected size of about 7.0 kbp of the ACC
gene, respectively. To determine if Agtllacc hybridizes to a
high molecular weight RNA, Northern analysis (17) was
performed using total yeast RNA (13) in conjunction with a
32P-labeled EcoRI fragment from Agtllacc. As shown in Fig.
2, the 0.6-kbp yeast DNA fragment isolated from Agtllacc
hybridized to an mRNA of 7.5 kilobases (kb), which is larger
than 6.6-kb FASI mRNA (14) and is consistent with the sizes
of yeast ACC and p subunit of yeast fatty acid synthase.
A 1.9-kbp Kpn I restriction fragment from Agtllacc (Fig. 3)

was used as a probe for screening an EMBL3a yeast genomic
library according to standard procedures (13). A clone,
EMBL-ACC, was isolated and shown to contain a yeastDNA
insert of about 14 kbp. Southern analysis (data not shown)
indicated that clone EMBL-ACC contained the entire 7.3-
kbp coding region together with flanking noncoding regions
of the yeast ACC gene.

Sequence Analysis of the ACC Gene. The restriction map
and sequence strategy used in the structural analyses of the
ACC coding region are outlined in Fig. 3. The DNA was
sequenced by using standard procedures (18). More than 95%
of the sequence was confirmed by sequencing both strands.
The remaining sequences were confirmed by sequencing the
fragments more than twice in the same direction.
The nucleotide sequence of the DNA encoding the ACC

and the derived amino acid sequence are shown in Fig. 4.
Starting with the first ATG (Met) codon at nucleotide 1, the
nucleotide sequence has an open reading frame of 6711 bases
coding for a protein of 2237 amino acids having a molecular
weight of 250,593. There are no introns in the entire se-
quence, since the highly conserved intron-specific sequence
TACTAAC is not present. In all three reading frames the
nucleotide sequence upstream ofthe putative initiation codon

1 2

FIG. 2. Northern blot analyses
of total yeast RNA (10 jtg). Lane
1, yeast RNA hybridized with 0.6-
kbp EcoRI fragment prepared
from Agtllacc; and lane 2, RNA
hybridized with a 2.8-kbp Hind-
Bam DNA fragment obtained
from FASI in YEP33F1 (14).
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FIG. 3. Restriction map and sequence determination strategy of
yeast ACC genomic DNA (ACC) cloned in EMBL3a. EcoRI frag-
ments p1.5 and p3.5 were subcloned in the pBluescript vector
(Stratagene). The Sst I fragment from the yeast DNA in Agtllacc was
isolated and subcloned in PUC 19. Only the restriction sites used for
sequencing are indicated. Each fragment was sequenced to the extent
of each of the arrows in the direction shown. Arrows with nothing or
closed circles at the unpointed ends denote sequencing using internal
restriction sites and appropriate oligonucleotide primers, respec-
tively. Hatched bars indicate the coding segment. The bracketed
areas in p3.5 and Agtllacc-St are the overlapping regions. Restriction
sites: B, BamH I; Bg, Bgl II; E, EcoRI; Ev, EcoRV; H, HindIII; Hc,
HincII; K, Kpn I; P, Pst I; St, Sst I; E*, EcoRI linker not in gene.

terminated (data not shown), indicating that the coding
sequence can start only with this Met codon or one of the
internal (downstream) Met codons. When the rat and yeast
amino acid sequences were aligned, we found that the linear
homology starts from amino acid residues 126 and 68 in the
rat and yeast, respectively, allowing only the Met codons
present in the first 68 amino acids as likely candidates for
translation initiation sites. Thus, the first Met codon and/or
a Met a residue 14, both of which have a purine at the -3
position (19), are probable translation initiation sites, and for
now, we are considering that it is the first ATG. The open
reading frame ends at residue 2237 with Leu-Lys, consistent
with the COOH-terminal sequence of yeast ACC, as reported
by Lynen (20). We have sequenced a peptide isolated from
yeastACC after cleavage with CNBr that exactly matches the
sequence from amino acid residues 2019 to 2026 (underlined
sequence in Fig. 4). The conserved biotin-binding site, Met-
Lys-Met, is located between amino acid residues 734 and 736.

Protein Structure and Functional Domains. ACCs are biotin
enzymes that are highly conserved, so much so that antibod-
ies prepared against rat, chicken, and yeast enzymes cross-
react with each other (unpublished results). The rat (3) and
chicken (4) ACCs, which consist of 2345 and 2321 amino
acids, respectively, are highly homologous (90%o identical),
despite the evolutionary diversity, and, hence, little infor-
mation can be derived by comparing the two sequences. The
overall sequence similarity between the rat enzyme and the
yeast carboxylase is about 34%, which is significant consid-
ering their evolutionary divergence. Further, along these
sequences are several stretches of various lengths that are
about 80% conserved, with some segments even 100%o.

Closer examination of the amino acid sequences of rat and
yeast enzymes showed other variable regions as well as
regions of high similarity, as illustrated in Fig. 5. For one, the
amino acid sequence of the yeast ACC is shorter than that of
the rat enzyme by 108 residues. The shortage occurs near the
NH2 terminus, where there are stretches of 50 and 8 amino
acids missing, and the COOH terminus, where the enzyme is
20 residues shorter than the rat ACC. There are also notable
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ArATGCAGAGCTT^AT7CGAGllrliCCACAGAArGcGTCGAAATTACACAr -kAAAACA GACCACT'CAC*7t £rrAl=GCTC
MetSerGluGloGluPheG1uSerSerProGlnLysMetGluTyrGluI lemhrA-1.srGluArgHi*hrGluL~uProGlyHi-PheIl1GlyL.u 35

MTACAGTAGATMACTAGAQGAGTCCCCCGTAAAGGACCTrAAGGGGACACGCAACWCOGICATAGCAAAGTA T7WC
AsnThrValAspLysLeuGluGluSerProLeuArgAspPheValLyserHi sGlyGlyHisThrVal I 1eSerLysI lLeuI leAlaAwnAsnGlyI leAla 70

GCCG~rAAGAAATrAGATCCCAAGAAMTGGGCATACGAGArC GACAGAACCGTCCAATTCCCG7CTCATGCACCCCAGAAGAtCQAGGCC
AlaValLysGluI 1eArgSerValArgLysTrpAalaTyrGluThrPh.GlyAspAspArg'ThrValGlnPheValAlaMetAlalhrProGluAupLauGluAla 105

AACGCAGAATATATCCGTAT'GGCCGATCAATACA TTGAAGTrGCCAGG5NG7ACTAATAATAACAACTACC=ATAA~CGTAA7M =AGACAT'CGCCGAAG
AsnAlaGluTyrI leArgMetAlaAspGlnTyrI leGluValProGlyGlyThrAsnAsnAsnAsnTyrAlaAunValAspLouI leValAspI leAlaGluArg 140

GCAGACGTAGACGCCGTATrGCGC0G7AGCCGCGG AAl7CTCACTAT AGAAAAT7CCAGCTAqaGAGqhAc_CAT TAroGC
AlaAspValAspAlaValTrpAlaGlyTrpGlyHisAlaSerGluAsnProLeuLeuProGluLysLeuSerGlnSerLysArgLysVal I lePhel leGlyPro 175

CCAGGTAACGCCA7GGTCGAGGGATAATCTCCCTCTCCATTGTCGCTCAAAGI CTAAAGTCCCcATGATAM;G C:AcCC
ProGlyAsnAlaMetArgSerLeuGlyAspLysIleSerSerThrI leValAlaGlnSerAlaLysValProCysI 1*ProTrpSerGlyThrGlyValAspThr 210

GTTCACGTGGA'CGAGAAAAC C __ _~~cGG G m ch c A c T T
ValHi8ValAspGluLysThrGlyLeuValSerValAspAspAspI leTyrGlnLysGlyCysCysThrSerProGluAspGlyLevuGlnLysAl aLysArgll1e 245

GGTG C CTGATATAAGCATCGAAG0T0GT0G0TAAAGGCATCAGACAAGT CGTCAAA:GAAACTACATCCGCTrATACCACCAGGCAGCCAAC
GlyPheProValIetI leLysAlaSerGluGlyGlyalyGlyZsGlyIl.ArgGlnValGluArgGluGluAspPheI leAlaLeuTyrHisGlnAlaAlaAun 280

GAAAT7CCAGGCTCCCCCATMICATCATGAAGrGGC TAGAGCGCGTCAC IGGAAGTTCAACTGClhGCAGATCAGTACGGTACAAATATI' CCI lC Diotia
euGl lluValGlnLeuLeuAlatspGlnTyrGly~hrAT uPhe 315 Carboxyl-

GGTAGAGACPT TTCCGTTCAGAGACGTCArAAAT~rGACACCAGTTACAAT7CAG7AAATGCTTCACGAA7GAAA GCG7TC
GlyArgAspCysSerValGlnArgArgHisGlnLysIlel leGluGluAlaProValThrI leAlaLysAlaGluThrPh.HiaGluMetGluLysAlaAlaVal 350

AGACnrXGAAACTAGTCCL.wL%;.vLGGCGTAl:C C AC TT AG T'G C C A AT C A
ArgLeuGlyLysLoeuValGlyTyrValSerAlaGly'ThrValGluTyrloouT~yrSerHinAspAspGlyLysPhoTyrPhoLsvuGluL~uAnProArgLeuGln 38 5

GTCGAGCATCCAACAACGGAAA-lTClTCCGGT7lAACTrACCTGCAGCTCAATrACAAATCGCTATGOGTATCCCTATGCATAGAATAAG' GACATTAGAACT
ValGluHisProThrmhrGlu~etVal SerGlyValAsnLoeuProAl aAlaGlnLoeuGlnIl1eAlaMetGlyIl1eProMetHi sArgIl1eSerAspIl1eArgThr 42 0

TrATATGGTATCAATCCTCA77C7-CCAGAAATGATT5TCGA7rAAC7VATGCCACCAAGAAACAAAGAAGACCTATTCCAAAG GT7CATTGTCC
LeuTyrGlyMetAsnProHi sSerAlaSerGluI leAspPheGluPheLysThrGlnAspAlaThrLysLysGlnArgArgProI leProLys~lyHisRCysThr 45 5

GC7MTCGTAT'CACATCAGAAGATCCAAACGAGATGGrTCAAGCCA C7T ACTTGMCA ATAAAC= C~crCTCTAVMX:GGACT
A1laCysArgIl1eThrSerGluAspProAsnAspGlyPheLysProSerGlyGlyThrLoeuH isGluLeuAsnPheArgSerSerSerAsnValTrpGly~yrPhe 490

TCCGTGGGTAACAAG TGAATA71AC ATTCA TCAGTTCGGCACCC rlG CAA CaGq=AAuT 51
SerValGlyAsnAsnGlyAsnI leHisSerPheSerAspSerGlnPheGlyHi sI lePheAlaPheGlyGluAsnArgGlnAlaSerArgLysHi stetValVal 52 5

GCCCIS AAGGAATTGTCATTAGGGGGATrCGAACACTAGl7lGAATACTTGATCAAAC7rGAAC7GAAGAC71t.J TAACTATACCACCGe T
AlaLeuLysGluLeuSerI leArgGlyAspPheArglhrThrValGlu~lyrLeuI leLysLeuLouGlulbrGluAspPhoGluAspAsnThrI leThrThrGly 560

TrpLeuAspAspLeuIl1eThrHi sLyst~etThrAlaGluLysProAspProThrLeuAl aVal Il1eCysGlyAlaAlaThrLysAlaPheLeuAlaSerGluGlu 595

GCCCGCCACAAGTATATCGAATCCTTACAAAOACAAGeCACAAAGACCTACTGCAAACTATGTTCCC~T TAGA77TTATCCATGAGGGTAAAAGATAC
A1laArgHisLysTyrI leGluSerLeuGlnLysGlyGlnVal LeuSerLysAspLeuLeuGlnThrMetPheProValAspPheI leHisvGluGlyLysArgTyr 63 0

AAGTTCACCGTAGCTAAATCCGGT'AAT&ACCGTTACACATrATI TATCAAG7MA AT7AATCATTACTAACG =CAACTA7CKAiiTCrrTGAIrTT
LysPhemhrValAlaLysSerGlyAsnAsporgl~yrThrLeuPhe I1eAl vgerLysCysAspl leIleLoeuArgGlnLeuSerAspGlyGlyLeuLeuIl1e 665

GCCATAGGCGGTAAATCGCATACCATCTAIWNGAAGAAGAAGWCIACAAGATTATCCG TTGACTCTATGCACTrTGA7AAAcCAeTCCA
AlaIl1eGlyGlyLysSerH isThrIl1eTyrTrpLys~luGluValAl aAlaThrArgLeuSerValAspSerMetfflr~hrLeuLeuGluValGluAsnAspPro 700

ACCCAGTTGCGTAC'TCCATCCCCTW'GTAAATTGGTTAAA~ia%_la l=TG r.AACACATrTAAGGGCCAACCATAsrCAGAAA:AruAGITrATAAA Biotin
ThrGlnLeuArgThrProSerProGlyLysLeuVal LysPheLeuValGluAsnGlyGluHi sI le.IleLysGlyGlnProTyrAl aGluI 1eGluValoetls 73 5 Binding

Site
ATGCAAATGCC~i-,GlqwTCAAGAAAATWTA~TGTCCAGTTATTAAAGCAACCTGGTTCTACCAlqWCGGTGATATICATGvGCTATTATGAC~TCMqC
)XtGlnMetProLeuVal1SerGlnGluAsnGlyI leVal1GlnLeuLeuLysGlnProGlySerThrI leValAlaGlyAspI leMetAlaIl1eMetThrLeuAsp 770

GATCCATCCAAGGTCAAGCACGCTCTACCATTlGTA CTGCCAGA-rLi'MMqitCAGTT=ATICGAAGMCCAAACCTGCCTATAAATTAAGTCATTA
AspProSerLysVal LysH isAlaLeuProPheGluGlyMetLeuProAspPheGlySerProVal IleGluGlylhrLysProAlaTyrLysPheLysSerLeu 80 5

GICTCTACTTTGGAAAAK- 7AACC4m7GA AACCAAG7AlT7CACGC CTCGCAACAATCTGCG~l;AAACAAAACTGCTTrAC
ValSerThrLeuGluAsnI leLeuLysGlyTyrAspksnGlnVal IleMet1n~agrLeuGlnGlnLeuI leGluValLeuArgAsnProLysLeuProTyr 840

TCAGAATGGAAACTACACA~tXMTrrCA7rGT7CTGCTTACAMGCTGA7 AAA _xAAGAGTCIACGTI:C7sCThATr
SerGluTrpLysLeuH isIl1eSerAlaLeuHisSerArgLeuProAl aLysLeuAspGl uGlnMetGluGlutoeuVa lAlaArgSerLeuArgArgGlyAl aVa 1 87 5

vTTCCAGCTAGACAATTAAGTAAATTG;ATTGATATGGCCGTGAAGAATMCCrU8ATACAACCCCGACAAA I5ClCWGCCGTCGT(GAACCATGCGGATATr
PheProAlaArgGlnLeuSerLysLeuIl1eAsp~etAlaVal LysAsnProGluTyrAsnProAspLysLeuLeuGilyAl aValValGluProLeuAl aAspIl1e 910

GCTCATAAGTACTTAACGGGTrAGAAGCCCATGAACATTCTATATTTGTCATTTCTTGGAAGAA7ATZTACGAAG77AAAGTrATTCAATGGTCAAAT T
A1laHisLysTyrSerAsnGlyLeuGluAl aHisGluHisSerIl1ePheValHisPheLeuGluGlu~yrTyrGluValGluLysLeuPheAsnGlyProAsnVa 1 945

CGTGAG5GAAAATATCAlqclwAAATIGCGTAGA;AAAACCCTAAAGATCTAGATAAAGTTGCGCTAACTGml lt TCAGAAGTTT1CAGCGAAGAATAAC
ArgGluGluAsn Ile I 1eLeuLysLeuArgAspGluAsnProLysAspLeuAspLysVa lAlaLeuThrVal LeuSerH isSerLysVal1SerAlaLysAsnAsn 980

CTGATCCTAGCTATCT=;AAACATTATCAACCATSTGAAGTrATCTTCTAAAGTTTCISCCAml-A-CTCCTCTACAACATAT7TEACTAGAATCT
LeuI leLoeuAl aIl1eLoeuLysHi s~yrGlnProLeuCysLysLoeuSerSerLysVal SerAlaI lePheSerThrProLeuGlnHisIl1eValGluLeuGluSer 1015

AAGGTCGCTAACCGCICTACAAGAAAAAITTrC7AAGGCGCmACC _ A TC A A TCC
LysAlaThrAlaLysValAlaLeuGlnAl aArgGluIl1eLeuIl1eGlnGlyAlaLeuProSerVal1LysGluArgThrGluGlnIl1eGluHi sIl1eLeuLysSer 1050

:IGUITG7C.AGT7nGCTCTCATCCAATCCAAACGICItMCCAGATTTGAATANt'INAGGACTlTCArC>-lAlTA GTrGA7=T
SerValVal1LysValAlaTyrGlySerSerAsnProLysArgSer~luProAspLeuAsnIl1eLeuLysAspLeuI leAspSerAsnTyrVa lVal1PheAspVaI1 1085

TTACTrCAATTCTAACCCATCAAGACCCAG7GGACTGCTGCAGC7;CTAAGTCTTATA =GTC C CCATAGGAGATATrAGAGTr
LoeuLoeuGlnPheLeuThrH isGlnAspProValVal'hrAl aAlaAl aAl aGlnVal TyrI leArgArgAl a~yrArgAl aTyr rhrI leGlyAspIl1eArgVa1 112 0

CACGAAGGTGACAGICAAGTIITCCAA7W.~AAACAACTACCTrCAGClq _1CACCTTTC CAACTGTTAAATCTAAAATE ;GGATrAACAGr;GCT
HisGluGlyVal~hrVal ProIl1eValGluTrpLysPhe~lnLoeuProSerAl aAlaPheSerThrPheProThrValLysSerLysMetGlyMetAsnArgAl a 1155

ClllCA~rTsTCATATG TTGCAAACAGTCAGTCATCTCCGTTAAGAGAAGz TAI11- ATGCGW'ATrAGATGA GTTGT7A=rAAA77MG
ValSerValSerAspLeuSer~yrValAl aAsnSerGlnSerSerProLeuArgGluGlyIl1eLeuMetAl aValAspHi sLeuAspAspVa lAspGluI leLeu 1190

TCACAAAGIrrGAAGTrATTCCTCGTCACCAATCTr= sTAACGGACC7G7CG TCGT GCTCCTGATCGTTTGAGTAAGCTMCTAATGTlr
SerGlnSerLeuGluVal IleProArgHisGlnSerSerSerAsnGlyProAlaProAsphrgSerGlySerSerAlaSerLeuSerAsnValAlaAsnValCys 122 5GXCCTACAGAAGGTAATICGAATAACATACAITCCGTCGT
ValAlaSerThrGluGlyPheGluSerGluGluGluI leLoeuValArgLeuArgGluI leLeuAspLeuAsnLysGlnGluLeuI leAsn~la-erI leArgArg 12 60

AT A A T A = CAGATTATTAC(T GC

FIG. 4. (Figure continues on the opposite page.)

IleThrPheMetPheGlyPheLysAspGlySerTyrProLysTyrTyrThrPheAsnGlyProAsnTyrAsnGluAAJnjl dei leArgHisIleGluProAla 1295

TTGGCCTTCCAAC ATrA CAACT TCAACATTAAACCAATTCT TA AC CCAC GAA AAGAClrC
LeuAlaPheGlnLeuGluLeuGlyArgLeuSerAsnPheAsnIleLysProI lePheThrAspAsnArgAsnI leHisValTyrGluAlaValSerLysThrSer 1330
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CCA7l.AAAGGATCTTCA =TTTTTG CGTGGAT&ATCATITTCAATTTArCGACACGTG
ProLeuAspLysArgPhePheThrArgGlyIleIleArgThrGlyHisI leArgAspAspIleSerIleG.LnGluTyrLeuThrSerGluAlaAsnArgLeulet 1365

AGTGATATATTGGATT C C CAGAAGA C
SerAspIleLeuAspAsnLeuGluValThrAspThrSerAsnSerAspLeuAsnHisIlePheIleAsnPheI leAlaValPheAspIleSerProGluAspVal 1400

GAAGCCGCC TGT;TTMAGAAATOTAAATTGG_lll CG_r T&Cl~C AAATTAGAATCATCAT -aAAAGATCCTCAAACAGGT
GluAlaAlaPheGlyGlyPheLeuGluArgPheGlyLysArgLeuLeuArgLeuArgVal SerSerAlaGluI leArgI le.I le.IleLysAspProGlnThrGly 143 5

GCCCCAGTACCA:'GCTCClTATCAATAACGTTTCrG =GIAIAAAAGAAATGTACACCwAAGT TGAACGAAGGGT.ATrA
A1laProVal ProLeuArgAlaLeuI leAsnaMYlc&GlyTyrVal Il1eLysThrGluMetTyrThrGluValLysAsnAlaLysGlyGluTrpVal PheLys 1470

TNGli'W.GTAAACCTGGATCCA7GCATTrAAGACCTATTGCTACTCCTrACCC'TrAGGA1~~iAACCAAAACGTrATAAGGCACACTTGATGGGTACC
SerLeuGlyLysProGlySerMetHi sLeuArgProI leAlaThrProTyrProVal LysGluTrpLeuGlnProLysArgTyrLysAlaHi sLeul~etGly~lhr 1505

ACATA=aTTATGACTTCCCAGAA TTATTCCGCCAAGCATCGTCACCCTTATTT CAAC
ThrTyrValTyrAspPheProGluLeuPheArgGlnAl aSerSerSerGlnGlyLyst~nP,*-trlaAspVal LysLeuThrAspAspPhePheI leSerAsn 1540

GAG TT77AGAlrAACGGCGAC1TAC =1GGTGAAA~GAACC7G7CAACGCTATTGGTAIYGTTGCC7'rAAGATTACTGTAAAGACTCCTGAA
GluLeuI leGluAspGluAsnGlyGluLeuThrGluValGluArgGluProGlyAl aAsnAlaI leGlyMetValAlaPheLysI leThrValLysThrProGlu 1575

TATCCAAGAGGCCGTCAATTIUTIUTTG-TTGCTAACGATATCACATTCAAGATCGGTTrClllACOGATTCAAGTATATT
TyrProArgGlyArgGlnPheValValValAl aAsnAspIl1eThrPheLysI leGlySerPheGlyProGlnGluAspGluPhePheAsnLysValThrGluTyr 1610

GCTAGAAAGCGTGGTATCCCAAGAAT'ITACT GCTGCAAACTCAGG TGCCAGAATTGA7GCGAAGAGTTGTrCCACTATTrCAAGTIlC7.A7A
AlaArgLysArgGlyI leProArgIl1eTyrLeuAlaAlaAsnSerGlyAl aArgIl1eGlyMetAlaGluGluI leValProLeuPheGlnValAlaTrpAsnAsp 1645

GCTGCCAATCCGGACAAGGGCTTCCAATACTrATACTTAACAAGTGAAGGTATGAATTAAAA~MCAGAAAA7CACT{ACTAACGTACT
A1laAlaAsnProAspLysGlyPheGlnTyrLeuTyrLeuThrSerGluGlyMetGluThrLeuLysLysPheAspLysGluAsnSerVal LeuThrGluArgThr 1680

GTITATAAACGGTGAAGAAAGATTTGTCATCAAGACAATTAT7TTGGTCAC IAGAATGGTCTAGGCCGAGTAGrGAW-mATTTAATGGITr.CACG
Val I leAsnGlyGluGluArgPheVal IleLysThrI leI leGlySerGluAspGlyLeuGlyValGluCysLoeuArgGlySerGlyLoeuI leAlaGlyAlaThr 1715

TCAAGG;GCTTACCACGATATCTTCACTATCACCTTAGTCACTTGTAGATCCGTCGGTATCGGTCTTATTTGGTTCGTTTGGGTCAAAGAGCTATTCAGGTCGAA
SerArgAlaTyrHi sAspI lePheThrI leThrLeuValThrCysArgSerVa lGly I leGlyAlaTyrLeuValArgLeuGlyGlnArgAl aI leGlnValGlu 17 50

GGCCAGCCAATT'ATTI GTA~TCGGr &CTTTTAA AGA.CTGGTGCTCAAAA TGWAGAGAAGTTATACTTCTAACTTACAATrGGTAC7AA
GlyGlnProI leIl1eTrpTyrArgCysLeuLeuThrGlyAl aProGluSerThrAsnAl aGlyArgGluValTyrThrSerAsnLeuGlnLeuGlyGlyThrGln 1785

AT'CATGTATAACAACGGTGTTTACAITIGACTCGCTGTACGAmrAGCTGGGGTAGAGAAGAIlATGGATGT=ATGTTCCAGCCAAGCGTAATATG
I leMet~yrAsnAsnGlyVa lSerHisLeuThrAlaValAspAspLeuAl aGlyValGluLysIleValGluTrpMetSer~yrVal ProAlaLysArgAsnMet 1820

ccAGTCCTAiTCw.AAAcTAAAGAcAcATG-GGATAGAcCAGTTGATTTCACTCCAACTAATGATGAAACTTACGATGTAAGA70GA7TTG.AAGGTCGTGAG
ProValPro I leLeuGluThrLysAspThrTrpAspArgProVa lAspPheThrProThrAsnAspGluhr~yrAspValArgTpet I leGluGlyArgGlu 185 5

ACTG.AAAGTG#GATTIG.AATATGTTGTGTAAAGGGTCTTTCTTAAACTTTGTCAGGATGGGCCAAAGGTGTTGTCG7r7s-TAGAGCCCGTCITGGTGGT
ThrGluSerGlyPheGluTyrGlyLeuPheAspLysGly~erPhePhealuThrLau~eralyTrpklatbysalyVelVzlV&14alyArgklakrgLhualyaly 1890

ATTCCATGTTATGCAAACTGTGAGACTTCGATTCCTGCTGATCCAATGGCTGAATCCAAATCAGACTGMGT
Il-ProloualyVal I leGlyValGluThrArgThrValGluAsnLeuI leProAlaAspProAlaAsnProAsnSerAlaGluThrLeuI leGlnGluProGly 192 5

CAAG lvGCATCCAAACT'CCGCCTrCAAGAC7CCCAGCTATCAATCACTIAACAACGGT&AACAATTGCCAATGAMAIIGCAAC7GGAGAGGTTTC
GlnValTrpHi sProAsnSerAlaPheLysThrAl aGlnAlaIleAsnAspPheAsnAsnGlyGluGlnLoeuProMet~et IleLeuAlaksnTrpArgGlyPhe 1960

SerGlyGlyGlnArgAspMetPheAsnGluValLeuLysTyrGlySerPhe IleValAspAlaLeuValAspTyrLysGlnProI leI leIleTyrI leProPro

ACCGGTGAACTAAGAGGTGGTTATGGGTTGTTGATCCAACTATCAACGCTGACCAAATC.AA TA7tCCGACGTCAACGCTAGAGC7TGThriGAA
ThrGlyGluLeuArgGlyGlySerTrpValValValAspProThrI leAsnAlaAspGlnMetGluMet1lyValLeuGlu

ProGlnGlyMetValGlyI 1eLysPheArgArgGluLysLeuLeuAspThrMetAsnArgLeuAspAspLysTyrArgGluLeuArgSerGlnLeuSerAsn y.t

GAAGAATATyrTrTGlrAAAAGGeMAGCCATCAGGTAGGCGAAGCATCAArGAITAeAGATCGCAAGAAT rAGATrGTeTACCCrr-TrAlarAGiCCATGAA
GluGlulyrLeuIl1eLysArgLeuSerHi sGlnValGlyGluAl aSerArgLeuGluLys Il1eAlaArgIl1eArgSerTrp~yrProAlaSerValAspHi sGlu

AspAspArgGlnValAlaThrTrpI leGluGluAsnTyrLysThrLeuAspAspLysLeuLysGlyLeuLysLeuGluSerPheAlaGlnAspLeuAlaLysLys

ATCAGAAGCGACCATCACAAT(CTAqTGATGGATrT.A GlTG GT ATCTACCGATCATAAAGAAAAATIY AAGACICAAATAA
I leArgSerAspHisAspAsnAlaIleAspGlyLeuSerGluVal I leLysl4etLeuSerThrAspAspLysGluLysLeuLeuLysThrLeuLys *

Trans-
Carboxylase

I FIG. 4. Nucleotide sequence
of the gene coding for ACC and

1995 the predicted amino acid se-
quence of the protein. Number-

2030 ing of the nucleotides starts with
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2065 codon. Numbering is shown
only for the amino acids. Under-

2100 lined amino acid sequences indi-
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quencing and the glycosylation

2170 sites. The amino acid sequences
in bold letters indicate the puta-

2205 tive nucleotide-binding motif,
biotin-binding site, and the pu-

2237 tative CoA-binding site.

internal deletions of 17 and 18 amino acids near residues 1249
and 1328, respectively. Other shorter deletions throughout
both yeast and rat ACC make up the overall difference. A
surprising lack of homology occurs between the sequence of
the first 100 amino acids of rat, the region of the rat enzyme
that can be phosphorylated in vitro by six protein kinases (5),
and that of the yeast enzyme. In rat ACC, phosphorylation of
Ser-77 and Ser-79 by cAMP-dependent and AMP-activated
protein kinases decreases carboxylase activity (lower Vma,,)
and increases citrate concentration required for half-maximal
activation (5). Although there are several serine residues near
the NH2-terminal region of yeast ACC, whether or not one or
more of these serine residues are phosphorylated remains to
be determined. Other proposed phosphorylation sites on the
rat ACC are Ser-1200, phosphorylated by both cAMP and
AMP-dependent protein kinases, and Ser-1215, phosphory-
lated by the AMP-activated kinase (5). Phosphorylation at
these sites may be important in the regulation ofACC activity
(21). Similarly, the yeast ACC has serine residues in the
equivalent peptide region (residues 1200-1220), and we sus-
pect that phosphorylation of a serine residue in this region
may result in decreased activity (K. V. Venkatachalam,
W.-Y. Huang, and S.J.W., unpublished results).

The polypeptide segments of the yeast ACC that exhibit
high amino acid sequence similarity to those of rat enzyme
vary in length and occur in three subdomains along the
protein (Fig. 5). The first subdomain, which spans the region
near the NH2 terminus (residues 100-600) and exhibits about
50% identity to corresponding sequences of rat enzyme,
could be the putative biotin carboxylase component of yeast
ACC because of its high sequence similarity to corresponding
amino acid sequences ofknown biotin enzymes such as yeast
pyruvate carboxylase (residues 162-355), and the a subunit of
human propionyl-CoA carboxylase (residues 177-375).
Moreover, within the yeast ACC subdomain, the region
between amino acid residues 235 and 392 is highly homolo-
gous to a corresponding segment ofrat ACC and may contain
the ATP and HCO- binding sites. This conclusion was based,
in part, on the presence of the Gly-rich motif of Gly-Xaa-
Gly-Xaa-Xaa-Gly or Gly-Xaa-Xaa-Gly-Xaa-Gly, which have
been suggested as the nucleotide-binding motif for yeast and
rat carbamoyl-phosphate synthases and rat ACC (3, 22).
Further, Hamada et al. (23) have proposed that the sequence
Tyr-Gly-Tyr-Thr-His-Leu-Ser-Thr-Gly in rabbit muscle my-
okinase (residues 32-40) is involved in the binding of
MgATP. Similar sequences are found within this subdomain

CACGATAGGTIC=ACGTA7W7GGCCAAGGG7G7TAT=AAGGAAC7GGAA7GGACCGAGGCACG7VGTTTCTrCTTC7GGAGATIGAGAAGAAGA77GMC
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FIG. 5. Dot-matrix plot of rat vs. yeast amino acid sequences of
ACC.

of yeast ACC (residues 366-373), Tyr-Leu-Tyr-Ser-His-Asp-
Asp-Gly, and in rat ACC (residues 424-432), Tyr-Leu-Tyr-
Ser-Gln-Asp-Asp-Ser; however, their significance in nucle-
otide binding remains to be determined.
The conserved biotin-binding site Met-Lys-Met is located

at residues 734-736 in yeast ACC, which represents the
region of biotin carboxyl carrier protein, the second subdo-
main. Comparison of amino acid sequences near the biotin-
binding sites with all known biotin-containing enzymes
showed that (i) the Met-Lys-Met sequences of yeast and
animal ACCs are preceded by Val instead of Ala, as in other
carboxylases, and (ii) these sequences are located closer to
the NH2 termini of the molecules, whereas in other biotin-
containing enzymes this sequence occurs near the COOH
termini. It has been suggested that this positioning of the
biotin-binding site may increase the efficiency of the bioti-
nylation of the proteins (24). In all the biotin-containing
enzymes, the biocytin residue is located 25-29 amino acids
downstream from a short amino acid sequence flanked by
two Pro residues [-Pro-(Xaa)"-Pro-), which might act as a
hinge to permit the biotin-containing arm to move between
the carboxyl donor and acceptor sites (2). Yeast, rat, and
chicken ACCs also contain similar sequences (Fig. 4).

Despite the conservation of biotin-binding sites -Met-Lys-
Met- among all biotin-containing proteins, the amino acid
sequences surrounding these sites are divergent. Indeed, the
sequence ofyeastACC between residues 600 and 1700 is least
homologous (26%) with that ofthe rat ACC (Fig. 5). The lack
of conservation of the sequences in these regions of the
enzymes may pertain to the assembly of the enzyme subunits
into polymer forms that make up the enzymatically active
carboxylases. Also, this lack of conservation suggests that
the amino acid sequences within BCCP domains of the
carboxylases may be involved only in providing a scaffold for
the critical regions ofthe structure to function. In this regard,
the biotin in the BCCP domain may be akin to the 4'-
phosphopantetheine prosthetic group of the acyl carrier
protein domain of the fatty acid synthase, where the quater-
nary structure ofthe protein and the need for the pantetheine-
bound fatty acyl intermediates to interact with the various
catalytic domains of the synthase play a crucial role in the
overall activity of the enzymes.
The third subdomain of the yeast ACC, residues 1700-

2100, is highly homologous (60%) to the corresponding seg-
ment of the rat ACC, residues 1650-2200 (3). Within these
subdomains, sequences between amino acid residues 1870
and 1890 are highly similar to the proposed sequence of the
"adenine recognition loop" of porcine and yeast citrate

synthase (25, 26) and to the f3 subunit of human propionyl-
CoA carboxylase (27). Hence, these peptide segments in
ACC are likely to be components of the CoA-binding site.

Recently, Bowers and Allred (28) reported that the rat liver
ACC is a glycoprotein. In the yeast carboxylase sequence,
there are nine sites that can be N-glycosylated, as indicated
in Fig. 4. However, the presence of carbohydrates in the
carboxylase and the involvement of any of the putative
glycosylation sites remain to be investigated.
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